St Ives
Bill Jenkins Shield round 3
Landscape
11 The Sky is Falling.
The cloud formation is what this image is all about, drama, shape, and colour. The cloud has great depth to it, which is creating a very dramatic sky, the blue sky makes the cloud also stand out. Great lead in along the beach to the rocks and the town in the distance. The two people give the image scale and something for your eyes to settle on for a second or two before you are drawn up to the cloud again. I did wonder if the sea would have been better if it had large waves crashing on the sand, but then I thought NO because the two elements would be fighting against each other. 
12 Farming Country
This image needs to be seen at full screen to get the benefit of the panorama. I think the photographer has chosen the perfect position to take the photograph from, and the cropping is spot-on. Lead in line from the left, drawing your eye across the image and back until you get to the large tree (which is just left of dead centre) to rest your eye on, then you have a choice which way you want to go, I chose to the right taking me to the farm building, then it takes you towards the mountains which have loads of depth in them showing all the crevasses, and that amazing stormy cloud which is just starting to flow over the top, then you come back along the tree line and back to the zig zag up to the starting point. It is like having a guide taking you on a trip. Lovely soft colours in the foreground and dark menacing colours in the background.




13 Red Sky in the Morning
Wow what an amazing sunrise, that is the first thing you see, due to the clouds and vibrant red sky, then you start to look at the whole image and you have captured so much to look at, starting with the barb wire on the bottom left which is giving shapes and patterns with the grass and broken posts, then you are drawn to the buildings by the fence and farrows in the field on the right, there is plenty of interest in the buildings to make you look at each building, even the barn and car. I think if the trees on the left were not there that area would be very bright and distracting. The light in the left window on the building on the left has put some life into the image. The snow helps you to look around the fields, due to the farrows and ruts. 
14 On the Edge of Life
I do not think this image would work in colour; I will get the niggly bits out of the way first. I would have liked to have seen the full shadows of the trees, if you had gone back further (I know there could have been a ten-foot drop or a rock face behind you. Ha ha) you would have got more of a panoramic shot; I think the wiggly tree on the left would have had some space behind it which would have shown it off better. You have handled shooting into the sun well, I cannot see any flare in the image. The trees on the right I think work as they are leaning into the picture, branches going out of frame I don’t care about that except for the top of the main tree. Great shapes and patterns, soft wispy clouds in the sky starburst sun, glistening grasses and a lovely mountain range in the background.
15 To the Lighthouse
A pleasing image, calm sea, soft colours in the sky. The gap between the rocks do lead you to the lighthouse which is in the far distance. Plenty of detail in the rocks creating patterns and shapes. You have detail in the darkest parts of the rocks on the right, it is possible just to lighten them up a little bit, and the main rock in the foreground on the left I think needs to be a stop or two darker. I like the small shells in the centre of the image, they give your eye something to settle on. I do like the slight softness of the sea between the rocks in the centre, you have chosen the correct shutter speed for that. 
16 Down the Waterfall
When I first saw this image, I thought it was a stitched image cropped, I think it’s the angle you took this from, as the water on the right is tilting to the right, the fallen leaves with their autumn colours are nice amongst the green of the trees and ferns, the fern in the foreground is a bonus it stops your eye going out of the image. The created soft water I like on the tilted part of the river, but I feel on the main waterfall you have gone a little too long in the exposure, if you had taken less time, you would have been able to see through the water giving some detail for you to see. Take several shots at different exposures then blend them together, with the best parts shown. Your eyes follow the river from left to right allowing you to look all over the image.
17 View from Pico do Ariero
These are views, that are a must have, when you get presented with them. The receding landscape with wonderful low cloud makes the trees in the foreground, stand out well and the shape of the land is a view to die for. The recession goes way back into the far distance giving lots to look at. If only a shaft of light fell onto the foreground, and lit the bank and trees, you would have been jumping for joy. I do think you can get a bit more out of this image with some careful editing.
18 Madeiran Sunset
It’s strange you should see the rock first as it is darker than the boat and cruise ship, but I was drawn to the small boat, I think due to the reflection of the sun then across to the rock and then to the cruise liner which has some amazing light on its side, showing all the cabins and port holes, then you instantly look across to the sun. The row of buoys from the rock adds a bit of detail, the sea has lots of ripples creating interest. The rock has a bit of a halo around it, whether you tried to lighten it a bit, I’m not sure. A nice image. 



19 Little Fistral
Golden hour is always a great time to take photos, slow shutter speed creating soft wispy blue cast rocks and water. Another good position choice, leaving gaps to allow the sea to flow in through your image. Love the rock shapes, seaweed and the small rockpools which give the image some depth and interest. The glow of the setting sun and the moving clouds compliment the lower two thirds of the image.
20 Path to the Stones
You cannot do anything else but follow the path around to the stone plinths. I can see the reason for changing to monochrome, the different colours in the image would have been a bit distracting. The trees both sides stop your eyes from going out of the image. The background is lovely and soft which has created depth and makes the stones stand out. You can see the light source is coming from the left making the stones nearly 3D. The clouds help to give some detail in the sky. 




11 The Sky is Falling…………………… Highly Commended
14 On the Edge of Life………………… Highly Commended
19 Little Fistral…………………………..Third
20 Path to the Stones………………… Second
12 Farming Country……………………. First




Bill Jenkins Shield round 3
Portrait
11 Burlesque
This is a nice shot, perfectly timed, with the light on her face, she stands out from the soft background, which I think the red colour is perfect for this kind of photo. You have cropped her elbow and feather which is a shame. Don’t be afraid to try different things, I think this would work better, by flipping it over so she is facing to the right, when you read words, you go left to right, it’s no different when you look at an image, this image you are drawn straight to the woman then she has negative space behind her. Once she is flipped your eye automatically goes to the left to the darkest area then you are forced to go to the right because of her white hair and shawl, the shadow on her cheek seems to shape her face more.

12 Fruit Seller
What a nice portrait, you have managed to get enough light onto her face under her hat (possibly reflected from the pavement). No distraction in the background. I do like the way her cardigan spreads out around her tummy. You were lucky she was carrying the fruit this way round as it looks like there are only bananas in the rear basket, with the red fruit in the front basket it breaks up all the yellow fruit. You have caught her in mid step which gives a very slight feeling of movement to the image. Her face shows the hard life she has had, but still has time to give a little cheeky grin.






13 Enough for Today
Another nice portrait, I like the way he is looking down, and not at you, it makes the image feel he is on his own. The sun shining from behind the photographer has created some great shadows across his body and overalls, wow look at the reflected light on his face, I’m guessing it has come from the silver frame in front of him. Pale blue sky works well, not removing the telegraph poles and wires tells the viewer that is his trade. I’m in two minds whether I need to see his right hand or not, possibly doesn’t really matter. The silver frame draws your eye away from the chap momentarily, Although I think he is a lot stronger in the image to keep the viewer’s interest. Have look at top left corner you have caught the moon.
14 The Look
Wow, if looks could kill you would be on the floor now. He looks as if he has been in a few battles with the scars on his face, the anger in his face and piecing blood veined eyes, tells the photographer to STOP! taking my photo. Background is nice and soft with enough detail to show his surroundings are in the savannah. Love his choice of hat, it’s the type we wouldn’t wear in the heat. The small bit of red on the top of his hat is a bit distracting.
15 Urban Ballet
What an amazing background this image has been set in, but I feel the light on the dancer needs to drop down a stop or 2 or a smaller aperture, I feel it’s a little bit harsh, there is a bit of red fringing on the hands, but none of those errors are too hard to sort out. Great pose and positioning, all the leading lines go towards the dancer. I hope you got some images with her on the square slabs with you in the position where this shot was taken and using the same focal distance, the studio light probably would be ok with the same setting of this image.




16 Scarlett
A pretty, young lady, it would be a crime not to photograph Scarlett, I like the idea of the blanket over her head, it would have been easier to use a silk scarf as dust and stray hairs would not have stuck to it, although it is easy enough to remove the bits. I can see why you made the background out of focus due to the strong dominant colours a bit was missed top left, but Scarlett’s hair, neck and the left side of the cloth would have been the same as the right-hand side. It would have been better to duplicate Scarlett, then cut her out, then blur the first layer, then move the cut-out Scarlett and move her to the position on top of the first layer. Her smile and dimples make this image work.
17 Onlooker
The concentration on this lady’s face is wonderful, it makes me think that she could be looking at her grandchildren and thinking DON’T YOU DARE! The soft-focus background helps to make the lady stand out. You have got a lead in line which is the zip which gives you a choice of which way you want to look around the image.
18 Aydin
A young Turkish lad looking a bit apprehensive but willing to be photographed, this image is like Scarlett, I think Aydin has been cut out and placed into this image, there is fringing around the head if you google and look this chap up, he gives some good help and ideas, (but he is fast so you have to click pause and go back)
@PhotoshopTrainingChannel
10 Amazing Photoshop MASKING Secrets, Tips, and Tricks (You Probably DON'T Know!)
Back to Aydin the background has been done the same as Scarlett, and you have missed a piece behind his left ear. The lighting on Aydin is like the background so if you work on it, it is achievable.


19 The Knight
I’m not a fan of white vignette, it draws your eyes away from the subject. You have chosen the right model to pose for you with the beard and long hair, it looks like he has done some exercise before you photographed him. The stare upwards is as if he is hoping for guidance from King Authur. I feel the sepia tone and dark background works well for this image.
20 Enjoying the Moment 3  
A happy chap, this could be either a grab shot or as you were taking his photo someone called his name and he instantly turned, it works both ways. Stands out from background, the slight tilt of his body helps the pose, and the two thirds turn allowed you to capture his right eye, I don’t think it would have worked if it had been a side on profile.
 
                               14 The Look…………………Highly Commended
13 Enough for Today……… Highly Commended
                               15 Urban Ballet…………….Third
                                12 Fruit Seller………………Second
                                 11 Burlesque……………….First

After all the comments I made about the winner, you are probably wondering why I gave it first. When you go through all images as a slide show it hits you so hard with the red colour and the lady’s eyes are mesmerizing.






Bill Jenkins Shield round 3
Natural History
11 Blue Waxbill
What a lovely little bird, this is a female (I googled it). Using a narrow depth of field works well it allows the bird to stand out from the background. The young shoots compliment the bird. I like the recession of the brown and green. The bird has a small insect in its beak which is a bonus.
12 Male Chaffinch
I like the position of the bird, the lead in is from the base of the branch up towards the body of the bird then around its head and back down to its tail. Due to the head facing you it looks a bit strange. There are catch lights in both eyes, the background is nice and soft, and you have a nice bit of rim light around the top of the branch.
13 Painted Lady 1
A very good image of the Painted Lady it stands out from the dark green background allowing the light to penetrate through the wings. The flower at the rear of the main flower head, probably needs to be darken down a bit on the brightest parts. The square format works for this image.
14 Iguana
A gruesome looking animal, the red part of its eye, makes you look straight at it. I feel the image is a bit flat, it needs some contrast to create depth to the body, I tried it, I went to 40% and it made an enormous difference.




15 Red Deer at Bradgate
I like that you have placed the stag left of centre, The tree in the background mimics the antlers, it was a shame the fence cuts through the stag’s antlers in a position which makes your eye start to wonder away from the animal. The stag’s stance looks as if it is keeping an eye on his hareem. I’m afraid the animal is not sharp on the face.

16 Clouded Yellow
Wow, what a bonus a clouded yellow landing on a yellow flower. the top corner of background-coloured green compliments the wing tips and eye of the butterfly, the fawn colour helps the insect to stand out. I think you have handled the bright sunny day very well.
17 Ostrich Family
What a great capture, a family of Ostrich’s. As you can see it’s a very bright day, the birds are under the tree foliage which has helped the exposure for the adults, but I feel the lower half of the image is too bright it would only have taken a few seconds to sort it out. I think there is potential for a good image to be a great image.
18 Class Line Up
A herd or tower of giraffes, I like the position of these animals, it looks like the four on the left are listening to the single one possibly being told where the best trees to eat are. Like the last image the top half is good, but the lower half could do with some editing, not as much as the ostrich image. Again, I think there is potential for a good image to be a great image.
19 Barn Owl
Another bright sunny day, I feel you could have cropped this to a square format, which would have got rid of the telegraph pole, I wonder if you were able to slowly move to your left so the palm tree would have had be on the right of the owl and the background possibly would be just the sky.

20 Lone Red Deer
This is a better image of the stag, background not too distracting, I like the foreground. He has heard you move as he has stopped eating to check you out. The small bit of turf on his antler is a bonus, it shows that the stag has a bit of character. He stands out well from the background.

21 Dolphin Calf
A lovely image and well captured, this mother and calf are probably not travelling very fast, so you possibly have a rough guess where they were going to pop up for you. Love the splashes and water droplets creating movement in the image. The letter box format is perfect for this, I like the different layers the of the sea.
22 Red Soldier Beetles
Soldier beetles are the most annoying insects, they are always on the wrong flower for me. You have a perfect background, but the white flowers seem to dominate the bottom half, I wonder if you cropped about an inch from both sides and darken the base a little that might work.


18 Class Line Up………Highley Commended
21 Dolphin Calf………. Highley Commended
                                 13 Painted Lady 1……..Third
                                 16 Clouded Yellow…….Second
                                  11 Blue Waxbill………...First
It was difficult to choose the winner between 1st & 2nd place


Bill Jenkins Shield round 3
Candid
11 Resting Soldier
An enactment of the war, I like the casual pose of the soldier, he is probably looking for his lucky strike cigarettes. Loads of stuff in the background to keep you interested as you look around. I think you must have had your focusing point on the right of your screen as the bench is the sharpest part of the image, next time focus on his eyes, then while holding down the shutter button halfway move camera to the position you have taken this shot at then fire away.
12 Refreshment
Well seen, this is a fleeting moment you have captured, as in a couple of seconds I guess it had all changed. The reflection helps to balance the image, not sure I would like to drink out of the hose though. I keep being drawn to the crashing wave; wondering what happened next? Taken during one of our hot sunny days.
13 Tokyo Girl
The most distracting item here is everything on the right due to the white sign, if it was possible to have moved further back, and turned the camera left to give more space for the girl towards, the sign would not be in shot. This is similar shot to the burlesque lady, again flip it over and it transforms into a different image. I have tried to find out what the writing is telling the public, with no success.






14 The A Team
I hope you had your running shoes on!! there are enough handbags there to clobber you if they were not happy for the photo to be taken. The two ladies on the left have clocked you and are giving you the beady eye look. The sun on the left lady makes her stand out more than the others as she is the most domineering person, and it does seem to work. I don’t mind the busy background; it sort of helps the ladies to be bought forward a bit. I wonder if on your raw file you can see yourself in the glasses of the second lady on the left.
15 Dream on
These sorts of scenes are a must to grab, basically a two-coloured image. Every time I opened this image up, my instant reaction was to think, the image is portrait format, and you had forgotten to rotate it, then my eyes adjusted to see the chap is asleep, he is obviously content and comfortable. The turquoise works as a base colour it also helps the chap to stand out more. I removed the tub and flicked it back in and out several times to see if it was a distraction or needed to be there. I think it does need to be in shot as it is part of the story.
16 Relaxed
Wow how close can two images be so similar yet be so different. You have captured this young lad in the perfect spot, his legs mimic the handrail, and the curved steps mimic waves on the beach, the moving of the boy’s feet has created a zig zag along the bottom step showing us movement. The pale blue is great colour to help the lad stand out and create depth, it is almost a minimalist image.
17 Outlaws
This made me chuckle I immediately saw the two large pictures in the background and thought before and after, if only you took a sidestep left you would have a different perspective showing more of the pictures behind, but it does work as it is. Just seen why you called it ‘Outlaws’ ha ha I thought it was because they are wearing sombreros.

18 Looking at Shoes 
These enactment places really go to town on authenticity. Look at the lady’s scuffed shoes, that I guess was caused by her scrubbing the front doorstep. I don’t mind that you have cropped off the lady on the left, you seem to follow their eyes towards the shoe they are looking at, just a little niggle, I think you could have had more of the shoe rack shown. Yes, you youngsters this is what our grandmothers wore in the old days.
19 Old Timer
Possibly a grab shot in the street as you have caught someone else’s very out of focus head on the left. I like the toothpick in his mouth; you are drawn to his right eye, and you follow along his eyeline wondering what he is looking at. I like the soft light on his face, I think he must be on a veranda or shelter as there is no harsh sunlight, yet the background is white as if its burnt out.
20 Urban Commuter
Well captured, Love the red handrails and the shadows, the positioning of the moving commuter is spot on, he is in front of the darkest part of the image, although your eye wants to go up the left steps because its lighter at the top, they don’t they follow the commuter up the steps on the right. Just leaving one step as the base makes you concentrate in the middle. I think on this image the two bits of rubbish do need to go, because once you see them you can’t stop seeing at them. 

17 Outlaws………….Highly Commended
12 Refreshment……….Highly Commended
15 Dream on…………...Third
16 Relaxed……………...Second
20 Urban Commuter….First


Bill Jenkins Shield round 3
Sport
11 Iron Man
The action is all happening on the right-hand side of the image, but the vehicle seems to be lost in this vast stadium, I feel you are quite away from that side of the stadium. I am drawn to look at the audience (which is quite interesting) rather than the actual event. Not sure what ISO you were using but there is a lot of noise on the image.
12 Recovery
We have missed the action here, if it was a dramatic crash that would have been a great photo. The position of the chap and the sail create a sort of triangle allowing you to view around the image. Good record shot.
13 Thunderkat58
Here is some action, this vehicle is well out of the water coming straight at you, you can feel the tension on the chap pulling the rope, trying to keep the Kat from tipping over, while the one behind looks like its just having a stroll. Love the angle and positioning of the Kat.
14 Black Panther
You must have read my mind, this is better a wider viewpoint, with the action nearly in front of where you are sitting. I bet he hit the ground with one hell of a bump. It does look like this is held under cover as the only bit of daylight is at the top of the stands which I think helps to draw your eye up to the crowd and around the stadium. If the numbers above the exits are the number of exits, then we are not viewing even a quarter of the stadium.





15 Catch Me If You Can
If you pressed the shutter a hundredth of a second later, you wouldn’t have had the players hand on the runner’s bum, only joking. A lot of action is still going on with one player knocked out behind the bloke with the ball. I can’t work out what the background is? I don’t think has been created by panning as the red waste bin is sharp, but the darkness does help the players to stand out. 
16 Riding the Wave
Another action image on water, where this one the bloke is casually riding the waves, and the splash is when he drops back on to the water (I think). The angle you have chosen to take the shot works, you have a slight wave in the foreground which you follow around the curve to the vehicle, then you follow the splash up to the top of the image then back down the wave at the top right corner.
17 Solo Grasstrack Racing
You have used a narrow depth of field capturing this image, the main subject is sharp, and everywhere else is out of focus, helping to make the rider stand out. The movement of the wheels kicking the dirt away is great, the angle of the rider has been caught in the perfect side-on position. The rider behind is well out of focus obviously but you can see the dirt being kicked about from the rear wheel.
18 Sumo Action
Wow, what a chance to capture Sumo wrestlers, I guess it isn’t easy going by the noise on this image, it shows mainly in the darker areas, the two main wrestlers have been lit quite well, lessening the noise. The background I find more interesting to look at, the concentration on the youngsters faces, the lad standing in front of the photographer must be new to the sport, I think he might find it hard to knock the others over. I like the two-part bodies in each bottom corner it helps to stop you wondering away from the action.

19 Take the Shot
Its hard to say who is with which team, so I guess it’s a training session. It’s a good action shot, all four of the players eyes are on the one who is about to hit the ball. I like the blokes on the left their shadows all seem to link with another player. Although I think you used a fast shutter speed, there is still just enough proof of movement from their feet. You have given a good amount of base to the image, and the letter box format also works. 



19 Take the Shot………………Highly Commended
14 Black Panther……………... Highly Commended
15 Catch Me If You Can……...Third
13 Thunderkat58……………….Second
17 Solo Grasstrack Racing….First


Bill Jenkins Shield round 3
Miscellany
11 Fish Choir
Let’s get the niggle out of the way first, I wish you had kept the two fish at the bottom in the shot. Well seen image, love the fish in the background waiting for the chorus to begin, the twist and turn of the yellow rope makes the foreground fish more prominent. Great use of narrow depth of field.



12--Table for 2
A nice clean minimalist shot, well seen, harsh midday sun, (who says you shouldn’t take photos at midday) great lead in zig zag line up to the table and chairs, once you have got to that position you need something to make you look around the image, and you have, the patterns (I’m guessing) created by boats, which bring you back around to the beginning. Oh, to have longer shadows, I do like the shadows you have got, but I hope you went back at low sun and captured it again.
13 Enthusiasm
Lots of enthusiasm and great expression in the lad’s face, but I feel you could of got a lot more out of the image, especially if you had a tripod, experiment by using a neutral density filter for long exposures, you possibly would have also got his hands in the air, I like the crop you have done, to keep the word BAD in the shot.
14 No Sign of Sherlock
A great idea, you have created, I do like that you have used the same-coloured sheet as most of the items. I think the lantern is from the Hounds of the Baskerville book. The lantern draws your eye away from the main props, especially the bright light, and the positioning of the magnifying glass has emphasized it even more, try it again but try to put more of a candlelight colour (orangey). That pipe is amazing.
15 Waiting for the Call
If you haven’t googled this spitfire, there is a great story from its maiden flight on 13th February 1943. On the18th Feb it went to 402 Canadian Squadron and was flown by Ian Keltie. That’s your history lesson over. I like the angle you have taken the shot from, shame about cutting the wing off. The pilot has the wrong hat on, that is out of your control. This is like when Harrowbarrow have their enactment. I can see a lot of American personnel and flags.


16 Walkies
Whoa, that’s a bright sun and a half, I do like the starburst rays, but I think you needed to move slightly left or right, which hopefully would have moved the sun behind a tree, you would still have got the rays. The longest ray brings you down to the man and his dog, which could have done with a small space between them. The over hanging trees work quite well giving shade. It is all about getting the timing right before you press the shutter.
17 Winter Bus Stop
Set up or not set up, who cares there has been a lot of thought in this image, and using monochrome is the perfect medium, you are drawn to the person at the bus stop then you go to the shed with an open door enticing you to either seek shelter or be nosy, once you have looked inside you follow along the other shed roofs, then to the base of the hill. In the background I first thought it was a tree, but looking closer the low mist has covered the base of that hill, making the image have a three-dimensional feel to it.
18 The Advisory Group
Most images have a story in the pictures, this one has that magic, I’m asking myself, do any of these people know how to repair the problem, they all are probably given their own thoughts of how to fix it. I think the tourist coach adds to the story. Look at the load the van has, no health and safety here.
19 Framed
You need to look at this image at full frame, just looking at it small doesn’t do it justice. The different perspective of an architecture image is unusual, but it makes you look towards the stain glass window by following the chairs on the left then you immediately are looking at the back of the chairs in front of you. It looks like that someone has been doing a bit of graffiti at the top of the frame. I feel the bar at the base either darken down or be removed, the left side needs darkening also.

20 Peace of Mind
Lily pond and ferns are a wonderful picture, but I feel that the dark background lets it down, I would have taken two or three shots bracketing so you could blend them all together giving detail through to the rear. That’s a cracking lily in the foreground, such a shame there weren’t a few more out. On the raw file you might be able to bring some detail out bit more.

14 No Sign of Sherlock……….Highly Commended
19 Framed…………………..…...Highly Commended
12 Table for Two…………………Third
11 Fish Choir……………………..Second
17 Winter Bus Stop……….…….First


Thank you for allowing me to view and comment on all your amazing images, YES!!! It wasn’t easy. I hope my comments are constructive and not destructive, and the few ideas I mentioned please try them out and you might see what I saw. Hopefully I will see you at the Charles Hosken Comp on 15th February, then you can clobber me or shake my hand. Ha Ha.

Regards Ian
